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Abstract

Introduction:
So-called club drugs, psychoactive substances by definition related to rave and private parties culture, have a
strong social impact in terms of health risks, especially for their spread among adolescents and young adults. In
addition, polydrug use is a common pattern of consumption in some subcultures, such as the ravers culture. This
study explores characteristics, consumption profiles, contexts of use, motives, and levels of satisfaction with life
in a sample of synthetic/hallucinogenic substance users.

Methods:
We administered an ad hoc questionnaire to 37 Italian participants (62.2% males) recruited through several rave
events in the city of Bologna.

Results/ Conclusions:
The results showed that consumers choose substances belonging to the same “family,” such as
methamphetamines (MDMA and speed) and psychedelic substances (ketamine and LSD), for specific and
contextual motives. The findings are discussed in light of the target sample’s socioeconomic conditions,
consumer profiles, features of the rave context, and dissatisfaction with some areas of life.
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