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Abstract

Background<br/>Despite legislation and enforcement activities to prevent underage access to alcohol, underage
individuals continue to be able to access alcohol and to do so at levels which put them at significant risk of
alcohol-related harm.<br/>Conclusions<br/>Young people (aged 15-16 years) who have access to fake
identification are at a particularly high risk of reporting hazardous alcohol consumption patterns and related
harm. Owning fake identification should be considered a risk factor for involvement in risky drinking
behaviours. Information on these hazards should be made available to schools and professionals in health, social
and judicial services, along with advice on how to best to work with those involved.
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