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Abstract

Existing research has demonstrated the significance of situational antecedents to
substance use. The current study used a cluster analytic approach to identify groups
of club drug users who report using substances in similar situations (assessed by the
Inventory of Drug Taking Situations) with longitudinal data from 400 active drug
users. A three-cluster solution emerged in baseline data and was replicated in 12-
month followup data. Groups were identified as Situationally Restricted, Pleasure
Driven, and Situationally Broad users. Group differences were observed on measures
of mental health, attitudes towards substance use, amount of substance use, and
rates of substance dependence. Cluster membership predicted substance
dependence after controlling for past dependence, current use, and current
depression/anxiety.
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