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Abstract

The present study was designed to investigate motivational patterns for drinking alcohol and their relation about
alcohol consumption and problems related to alcohol consumption. Data were collected by semistructured
interviews and questionnaires, containing questions about reasons for drinking, alcohol consumption, and
problems related to alcohol consumption during the years 2001, 2004, and 2005. Three independent population
samples from two different counties of central Sweden were included. A total of 11,167 adolescents participated.
Data on reasons for drinking were analyzed by factor analysis to extract components explaining drinking
motives. Relationships between motivational patterns and alcohol use were examined with correlation analysis.
Three drinking motives emerged (social-enhancement, coping, and dominance motives) and related to alcohol
consumption and problems related to alcohol consumption. Limitations of the study are noted and discussed.
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